The neurologically impaired child and alleged malpractice at birth.
Controlled studies, improved epidemiologic and statistical techniques, and an increase in biological information on mechanisms of fetal and neonatal brain injury or maldevelopment have led to a better, although still imperfect, understanding of the cause of developmental disabilities. The role of asphyxia during the birth process is smaller than was once believed. Intrauterine exposure to infection, autoimmune and coagulation disorders, and problems specific to multiple pregnancies are risk factors for cerebral palsy. Electronic fetal monitoring and other observations during birth are unsatisfactory management guides, having enormously high rates of false-positive identification. There is no evidence that caesarean section can prevent cerebral palsy in term infants.